Notice of Proposed BYSL Constitution and Bylaws Change

A Special Membership meeting of the Benicia Youth Soccer League will be held on January 17, 2012, from 5:30 P.M. to 7:30 P.M. at the BYSL office (985 Lincoln Street, Benicia).  The purpose of this meeting is to vote on proposed changes to the BYSL Constitution and Bylaws.

Please note that voting members consist of the following people: Board members, one (1) registered coach from each registered team, one (1) registered assistant coach from each registered team, two (2) additional representatives from each registered team who are parents/guardians of registered players, and adult referees.
You will be asked to vote yes or no on the following ten (10) items:

1. Shall we add US Soccer Club to our list of league affiliations (Sections throughout the Bylaws)? 

a. US Soccer Club includes NORCAL Soccer. Most of our Arsenal teams play in the US Club Soccer leagues. 

b. This language will update our bylaws in several locations to reflect affiliation and compliance with the US Club Soccer organization. 

2. Shall we change the size of our Board of Directors from 12 (twelve) members to 8 (eight) members (Section 7)? 

a. Our attorneys have recommended changing our board size to reduce liability, increase efficiency, and bring us as an organization to model other soccer clubs. 

b. The four positions being removed as voting board positions include: Field and Equipment Coordinator, Events and Volunteer Coordinator, Communications Coordinator, and Recreational Coach and Training Coordinator. 

c. This change includes moving language from Section 7 Officers and Board Directors to Section 8 Non-Board League Officials. 

3. Shall we remove the term limit language and provisions from our by-laws (Section 7.3.1)? 

a. The term limit language was inserted into our by-laws by a previous board. This action was politically motivated and is no longer relevant. 

b. The language is an obstacle to maintaining league cohesion and allowing dedicated volunteers from providing continued support to BYSL. To date, there have been only 3 nominations for vacant board positions. 

4. Shall we remove the responsibility of purchasing uniforms from our Vice President (Section 7.7.2)? 

a. The duty of purchasing uniforms should be the responsibility of the Arsenal Coordinator and Recreational House Division Coordinator. 

b. This was originally changed in our by-laws to spread the work load and has instead created a bottleneck to getting our uniforms ordered. 

5. Shall we change the responsibilities of The Select Division Coordinator (7.7.7)? 

a. Managing our Division IV recreation traveling teams should be the responsibility of our Recreation House Division Coordinator. 

b. The Select Coordinator currently chairs the Select Committee. This language needs to be added to document this responsibility. 

6. Shall we change the definition of the Recreational House Committee (Section 7.8.6)? 

a. The current language is vague and needs clarification. 

b. The new language defines standing membership. 

7. Shall we add the definition of the Select Committee (Section 7.8.7)? 

a. The current committee is not defined in our by-laws. 

b. This new language defines membership and responsibilities. 

8. Shall we change the date of our annual meeting from the second Tuesday in November to the second Tuesday in December (Section 9.1.1)? 

a. Over the last several years the date of the annual membership meeting has been moved to December the Board of Directors to allow adequate time to nominate officers and process by-law revisions. 

9. Shall we change the language in Notice of Membership Meetings to define mailings and either Electronic or USPS mail (Section 9.1.3)? 

a. All communication with BYSL members is now done using electronic e-mail. 

b. The cost of sending postal mail is expensive and incurs and unnecessary cost to the BYSL league. 

10. Shall we change the language in Amendments to Constitution and Bylaws – Notice to define mailings and either Electronic or USPS mail (Section 12.2)? 

a. All communication with BYSL members is now done using electronic e-mail. 

b. The cost of sending postal mail is expensive and incurs and unnecessary cost to the BYSL league. 

c. Electronic mail allows delivery to our membership of the recommended bylaw revisions by attaching a PDF document containing the recommended bylaw changes.

Page 1 of 3

